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EXPEDITION YELLOWSTONEDon Nichols 
paroled

Abigail Dennis
editor@wyellowstonestar.com

On April 27, Don Nichols, who was 
arrested in Madison County in 1984 
after kidnapping a woman in Big Sky 
and murdering a man who attempted to 
rescue her, was granted parole.

“He was parole eligible 15 years ago, 
but each one of the prior (Boards of 
Pardons and Parole) restricted release 
for an additional five years,” said Kristy 
Cobban, Board of Pardons and Parole 
executive director.

Nichols has been at the Montana 
State Prison for more than 30 years. 

In July 1984, Nichols and his son 
kidnapped a woman working in Big Sky 
while she was jogging in the Madi-
son Mountain Range, according to an 
article in a Dec. 20, 1984, issue of The 
Madisonian newspaper. The article con-
tinues to state Nichols shot and killed 
Alan Goldstein, who was attempting to 
rescue the kidnapped woman.

“(Nichols and his son) were arrested 
by Sheriff Johnny France … in the hills 
near Norris after a five month manhunt 
by Madison County, Gallatin County, 
FBI, Forest Service and other law en-
forcement agencies,” according to the 
article. “They were wanted on charges 
of deliberate homicide, aggravated 
kidnapping and felony intimidation, as 
well as an aggravated assault charge.”

In 1985, Nichols was convicted of 
deliberate homicide, kidnapping and 
aggravated assault – he has been in the 
Montana State Prison since.

Cobban said Nichols is required to 
get regular mental health screenings 
as deemed appropriate by his proba-
tion officer and comply with all court 
ordered conditions. He is restricted 
from entering casinos and bars, and is 
not allowed to enroll in any medical 
marijuana programs. Nichols must wear 
a GPS monitoring device for a period of 
time determined by his parole officer, 
Cobban added. He is not allowed any 
contact with his victim or the victim’s 
family, nor is he allowed to enter Madi-
son, Gallatin or Park counties.

“The restriction from those counties 
is at the request of the victim,” Cobban 
said, explaining it is a common request, 
to prevent Nichols from running into 
his victim.

Nichols submitted a plan to the 
Board of Pardons and Parole that stated 
he intends to live in Deer Lodge and do 
community service via landscaping at a 
cemetery to stay busy. 

“He will receive Social Security, 
which would be enough to cover the 
residence that he preliminarily secured,” 
Cobban said. “His probation and parole 
officer will vet his residence and his 
plan before he will be released from 
secure custody.”

Photo courtesy The Madisonian archives
Don Nichols (L) is escorted by deputy Lee 
Edmiston (R) at his arraignment in 1984.

A rite of passage for West Yellowstone youth
Dustin Jones

news@wyellowstonestar.com

Last Monday morning, April 24, 17 sixth-grade students packed into several trucks and SUVs at the West Yellowstone School and made their way to the 
Lamar Buffalo Ranch – located near the northeast corner of Yellowstone National Park and about a two hour drive from town. The students were partici-
pating in Expedition Yellowstone – a program through YNP and the National Park Service. The program lasted five days and four nights, and for a hand-

ful of students, this was not only their first time away from home or their first time camping, but their first time in the park.

Expedition Yellowstone was established in 
1985. Since then, they have hosted over 500 
schools from all across the country, according to 
the Expedition Yellowstone handbook. Accord-
ing to Michael Breis, a park ranger and education 
specialist, the cost of the program adds up, but the 
West Yellowstone kids only contribute $45 each, 
for the week, for groceries.

Kelli Hart, local business owner and avid 
adventurer, is the one who made that happen. In 
2002, West Yellowstone resident Reid Sanders 
perished in an accident in Alaska. Sanders was 
Hart’s late husband. In the wake of his death, Hart 
established the Reid Sanders Outdoor Education 
Memorial Fund.

“That enabled us to get priority (to attend 

Expedition Yellowstone), it is a lottery I think 
otherwise,” said Hart. “That initial endowment is 
still funding all the kids.”

Those funds are now a part of the West Yellow-
stone Foundation and are allocated specifically for 
the Expedition Yellowstone program through the 
school – which started at the school in 2005.

West Yellowstone School Superintendent Kevin 
Flanagan is no stranger to the program. 

“I think it is so cool to make that connection 
with the park with the kids, and with the outdoors 
in general,” said Flanagan. “I think that is such an 
important thing in this day and age.”

Before taking on the role of superintendent, 
Flanagan was a sixth-grade teacher at the school 
and participated in the program six times, he said. 

One of the biggest take aways, for him, is 
watching the students bond over the course of the 
week. 

“I always liked how the classes would come 
together – every class is different and takes on 
a life of their own,” recalled Flanagan. “Usually 
they rally together, and you want that to last for a 
while.”

The program puts the students in a unique 
position – many have not been away from home or 
pulled outside of their comfort zone. The pro-
gram broke the students into four clans, each clan 
with four or five students, led by a volunteer. The 
students are put into clans with classmates they 

West Yellowstone water supply
Town hopes to drill at least 1 well to meet demand for water

Dustin Jones
news@wyellowstonestar.com

West Yellowstone has a water 
problem. The flow from Whiskey 
Springs, the town’s water source, 
used to provide the town with 3.3 
million gallons per day – more 
than twice of what is needed on the 
busiest day of the summer season. 
Today, the spring trickles at a mere 
600,000 gallons a day, said public 
works superintendent James Pat-
terson.

“We have gone from like 3.3 
million gallons a day from that 
spring down to 600,000 in the last 
three years,” said Patterson.

West Yellowstone and other 
resort communities face a unique 

problem when it comes to water 
usage. In the winter, according to 
Patterson, the town barely uses 
300,000 gallons of water per day. By 
the time the summer season is in 
full swing, that number sky rockets 
as high as 1.3 million gallons a day. 

“We go from a sleepy town one 
day to a booming town the next,” 
said Patterson. 

The town has a 1 million gallon 
tank fed by Whiskey Springs to 
store water, said Patterson. For the 
time being, it is enough for the busy 
summer season, but barely. 

“Right now, with the million 
gallon tank, we have the water 
capacity to fight a fire in town,” said 
Patterson. “That is where you come 
up with the gallons – how much 

capacity you need to fight a fire on 
top of normal use.”

When town manager Dan 
Sabolsky arrived last January, he 
took note of the water issue. It was 
not until July 2016 that the town 
needed to put a water moratorium 
in place, said Sabolsky. The mora-
torium restricted water use in the 
town, which in turn, can hurt busi-
ness, said Sabolsky. Visitors do not 
want to stay in a town where taking 
a shower could possibly be limited 
to every other day, he said.

With the town’s recent purchase 
of 80 acres from the Forest Service, 
growth is inevitable said Patterson. 
This has Patterson concerned.

“As we start growing, we have to 
have more water capacity,” he said. 

His belief is that as more homes, 
and possibly hotels and businesses, 
pop up, the town will need more 
water in case a fire breaks out. The 
more hotels, the more water the 
town will need as well, he said. The 
general consensus around town is 
that every room in every hotel is 
booked for the summer season. 

“From Memorial Day through 
Labor Day (hotels) are full,” said 
Patterson. “There is not a room you 
can get in town.”

Another element is that the 
summer season is starting earlier 
and earlier each year. 

“We have more people in town 
earlier this year than we did last 

WATER continued on pg. 4
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Dustin Jones/West Yellowstone Star
Malorie Quirl, left, and Sam Duffy, right, examine a bison skull found on a hike last Wednesday, April 26. 
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Weather Forecast
WEST YELLOWSTONE, MT

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday Monday

Sunny. High around 60F. Winds light and 
variable.

Generally sunny. High 63F. Winds S at 
5 to 10 mph.

Partly cloudy with afternoon showers 
or thunderstorms. High 64F. Winds S at 

5 to 10 mph. Chance of rain 40%.

Partly to mostly cloudy. A stray shower 
or thunderstorm is possible. High near 

60F. Winds S at 5 to 10 mph.

A mix of clouds and sun in the morning 
giving way to a few showers during the 
afternoon. Thunder possible. High 59F. 

Winds light and variable. Chance of 
rain 30%.

Come Join 
Community Health Partners – 

West Yellowstone 

for a HEALTH FAIR

Wednesday, May 10th from 8:00 AM -11:00 AM

Services will include:
(Fasting 12-14 hours prior to appointment—No coffee or tea.  Water Only!)

› BLOOD HEALTH 
SCREEN............$45
Includes: Comprehensive Metabolic 
Panel; Lipid Profile—Cholesterol;
Iron; Uric Acid; Phosphorous; TSH—
Thyroid; CBC—Anemia/General
Health Status

› CRP-HS..........$20
This is a general indicator of 
inflammation, which may be used to
predict your risk of developing heart 
disease

› PSA.................$20
Used to screen for and monitor 
Prostate Cancer

› HEMOGLOBIN 
A1C.................$20
Gives a general average of blood sugar 
levels over the past 3
months—it is useful for monitoring 
long-term diabetes control

› BLOOD 
TYPING..........$20
Gives the blood group (A, B, AB or O) 
and the Rh type (pos. or neg.)

› VITAMIN D........$30
Used to screen for Vitamin D levels

› VITAMIN B12....$30
Used to make blood cells and maintain 
a healthy nervous system

›HEPATITIS C 
ANTIBODY..........$30
CDC recommends persons born 
between 1945 and 1965 receive one 
time testing for HCV.  If requesting 
this test, patient will need to authorize 
reporting to the Gallatin City-County 
Health Department if results are 
positive

› VITAL SIGNS 
SCREENING.....FREE
Height, weight, blood pressure, body 
mass index

›TOURS OF CLINIC 
FACILITY

Blood testing services are offered by Bozeman 
Health and must be paid for at time of service 
via cash or check ONLY.  These charges will not 

be billed to insurance.  If you have insurance 
coverage, it will be your responsibility to submit 

these charges.

First come, first served to take advantage of this special pricing!  
646-9441

11 S. Electric Street, West Yellowstone, MT  59758

may not be familiar with outside of school, said 
Flanagan. This is important for growth.

“I wanted the clans to have to work together 
and work through things, that is an important 
skill,” said Flanagan.

Flanagan continues to try to teach kids the 
life lessons of respect and tolerance, but believes 
the program helps institute those traits by forcing 
clan members to work together throughout the 
week. He explains to students that in life, you may 
have co-workers or a boss that you will not get 
along with, but you have to work together.

“You don’t have to be friends with everyone, 
but you have to respect everyone,” he said. “That’s 
life.”

This year, Jennifer Olson is the sixth-grade 
teacher – it was her first time participating in the 
program. She believes the program acts like an 
initiation for students – a final step before moving 
up to high school. 

“It is a rite of passage for the kids at the 
school,” she said. “Kids who have graduated said it 
was their favorite part of school.”

Also along for the trip was Hart’s husband, 
Jack Hart, whom she married in 2015. Melissa 
Alder has known Hart since their college days at 
the University of Montana. They are best friends 
and co-own an outdoor shop in West Yellowstone. 
She has been with Hart every step of the way. 
Neil Courtis, a West Yellowstone police officer 
and longtime friend of Hart and Alder’s, also 
volunteered his time. He participated in the past, 
but took some time off from the program before 
jumping back in, head first, this year. It takes a 
village to get the kids through the week.

The program has a ranger with the group at all 
times. Breis has worked with Hart and the West 
Yellowstone kids for about eight years. In his 11 
years with the program, he has seen countless 
students and staff come and go. He believes the 
program gives students who do not excel at book 
learning a chance to shine.

“My favorite thing is that the kids who are the 
book learners are out of their element out here,” 
he explained. “But the kids who are not as good at 
(traditional) school thrive out here, which I really 
like.”

Students have chores to do on the excursion – 
cooking, cleaning and setting the table for meals. 

“They really learn to do things for themselves, 
and they take pride in it,” said Breis.

A temporary side effect of the program, Breis 
explained, is students continuing to do dishes and 
cleaning around the house following the trip.

Another volunteer, Sam Duffy, joined the 
group for a hike that took place Wednesday, 
April 25. Duffy works for the Forest Service and 
believes the time the kids spend outdoors is es-
sential.

“The more you are exposed to nature, and 
having to rely on yourself, is incredibly beneficial,” 
she explained. “It changes how they have relation-
ships with their fellow students and teachers, as 
well as the community.”

The program, she explained, puts students 
in an awkward situation where they are forced 
to grow and adapt. Duffy also reiterated how 
fortunate the students are to be participating in 
the program.

“It is a once in a lifetime thing for them,” she 
said. “There are very few kids that are able to do 
this, anywhere.”

 While on their hike, Breis stopped and the 
students went through periods of instruction like 
identifying local flora and fauna. The students 
identified native trees and flowers in the area and 
regurgitated the knowledge later. Most of the kids 
forget they are learning, according to Flanagan. 
By the end of the week, the students could rattle 
off animal traits, skull identification, habitat rec-
ognition and the history of YNP.

Breis stopped the students in a clearing about 
halfway through the hike and explained the rise 
and fall of elk and predators in the park. He told 
the students how by the 1920s, humans had killed 
or scared off all the wolves and cougars, leading 

to an increase in the elk population. To help better 
illustrate the circle of life, he introduced a red rover 
style game. As the students unknowingly furthered 
their education, a group of bison wandered up to 
the class and watched. On the other side of the hill, 
big horned sheep also stopped to see what all the 
commotion was about.

On their final night in the park, the clans each 
presented a “legend.” Courtis explained this was 
another tradition. Each clan came up with a story 
that involved the history of YNP. One group did a 
legend about how the wolf got its first howl, while 
another group took a modern approach and told a 
tale of squirrels outsmarting tourists. 

After the clans finished presenting their 
legends, everyone was asked to make a big circle 
around the makeshift campfire in the center of 
the room. Breis told a story explaining the process 
YNP went through to become the world’s first 
national park and the importance of preservation. 
He asked everyone to share what they liked most 
about their experience. 

One student told the group how surprised he 
was by how well the park is preserved. Another was 
delighted at how well everyone got along.

“I was really moved by being taught by other 
teachers,” shared Olson.

  Eventually, words turned to sobs, and students 
and adults alike started to cry as they shared their 
experiences. One student, with tears in her eyes, 
was sad to have Expedition Yellowstone come to an 

end, and hoped to stay close with her classmates.
“I liked how close I got to my clan,” she sobbed. 

“I hope we can stay this close in class.”
As tissues were passed around to those who 

needed them, Breis ended the evening with a song 
about the park. The students cleaned up and went 
back to their bunks for the night. When Jack Hart 
went to check on the boys before bed, he found all 
of them in one cabin – many of them hiding under 
the bed – in hopes of spending their last night in 
the park together. They were sent back to their 
respected bunks, naturally.

The program has a profound experience on the 
youth of West Yellowstone. A handful of students, 
when asked, admitted they had never been camp-
ing or hiking. The busy summer season often pre-
vents families from venturing into the park, which 
is in the backyard of West Yellowstone. Students 
shared their hopes of further exploring the park 
with their families. 

Breis spends his summer months working in 
the canyon at YNP, and hopes to see the students 
in the not too distant future. All the adults were 
in agreeance – it is a shame to live in West Yel-
lowstone and not take advantage of the park. With 
cell phones, video games, electronics and hectic 
work schedules, many busy parents struggle to 
find time to experience the outdoors with their 
children. 

“Being outside is a big deal,” said Breis. “Kids 
don’t play outside anymore.”

Dustin Jones/West Yellowstone Star
Natalie Barta, left, Erik Resendiz, center, and Hally Phillips, right, walk toward the bunk house at the 

Lamar Buffalo Ranch as they prepare for their group skits.

YELLOWSTONE from pg. 1
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POLICE
REPORTS

The following summary was 
compiled from information 

provided by the West 
Yellowstone Police Department.

138 FIREHOLE AVE.  |  646-9465

Super Save

C� ing Soon!

We are making exciting changes in 
our store to better serve you!

April 24 – April 30
April 24
•	 Report of two vehicle slide 

offs on Highway 20, no 
injury, one has damage. 
Gallatin County Sheriff’s 
Office responded, vehicles 
pulled out.

April 25
•	 Semi driver stuck in the lane 

of traffic and another semi 
stuck behind him. Reporting 
person asking for sand on 
Highway 20.

•	 Vehicle off the road at Airport 
Road and U.S. Highway 191, 
looks unoccupied.

•	 Report of an individual driv-
ing recklessly every morning 
on the way to school.

•	 Medical walk up at the 
Explorer Cabins

•	 William Joseph Pease arrest-
ed for partner family member 
assault, resisting arrest and a 
warrant for contempt.

April 26
•	 Report of a person sleeping 

behind the wheel of a white 
Ram pickup, door left open, 
vehicle running. Driver, 
Michael G. Curtis, arrested 
for DUI.

•	 Report of a lost backpack in 
a hotel on South Electric – 
backpack found.

•	 Abandoned vehicle on Rain-
bow Point Road taken per 
Gallatin County request.

April 27
•	 Request for VIN inspection.
•	 Report of ravens spreading 

trash everywhere behind 
restaurant. Citation issued.

•	 Prisoner transport from 
Gallatin County to Bonnev-
ille County.

•	 Request for mutual aid from 
Yellowstone National Park for 
an officer to evaluate prisoner 
arrested for possession of a 
controlled substance, open 
container and possible DUI 
drugs.

April 29
•	 Vehicle vs. bison crash, U.S. 

Highway 191.
•	 Report of red Chevy four 

door truck heading north 
on U.S. Highway 191 with 
garbage falling out the back.

•	 Report of a yellow Suburban 
pulling a trailer spilling boxes 
and garbage on U.S. Highway 
191.

•	 Transport of a walk up 
patient to Big Sky.

•	 Report of male shooting rifle 
off hood of gray SUV high 
Highway 287 into the hillside.

•	 Report of reckless driver near 
Hebgen Lake.

•	 Complaint of an illegal 
camper on Boundary Street 
near Madison Avenue.

April 30
•	 Employee does not want 

to work or live in West 
Yellowstone, would like his 
employer to drive him back 
to California now. Individual 
will take bus back to Califor-
nia on Monday.

•	 Individual pulled over for 
speed, cited for possession of 
drug paraphernalia.

•	 Welfare check, individual did 
not go to work.

•	 VIN inspection on a boat.
•	 Report of stolen bicycle. 

Bicycle located.
•	 Overflowing dumpster 

and trash on the ground on 
Dunraven Street.

•	 Parking violation, parking on 
sidewalk. Vehicle owner had 
a Montana Highway Patrol 
warrant – subject arrested.

MORE NEWS:

auto, 
business, 
home, wc 
and life

Call of  the week

April 30
Employee does not want 
to work or live in West 

Yellowstone, would like his 
employer to drive him back to 
California now. Individual will 
take bus back to California on 

Monday.

SPONSORED BY:

WWW.SQUEAKYCLEANMONTANA.COM

COMMERCIAL 
& RESIDENTIAL

Let us take care of the cleaning. 

Angler updates
YNP hosts meeting addressing invasive species, fishing regulations

Dustin Jones
news@wyellowstonestar.com

West Yellowstone anglers gathered at a hotel in 
town last Tuesday, April 25, to attend a Yellowstone 
National Park spring angler meeting. This was one of 
four events that YNP hosted in Bozeman, and Jack-
son, Wyo., and Cody, Wyo. 

The event was hosted by YNP to discuss topics 
such as invasive species, fishing regulations and native 
species restoration. 

Todd Koel, senior fisheries biologist with Yellow-
stone Center for Resources, told the audience about 
cutthroat trout – a native fish to YNP – and some of 
the challenges the fish undergo. Koel said the Lamar 
River is a pure cutthroat area. 

In 2002, a volunteer angler brought a rainbow 
trout, a non-native fish species, into National Park 
Services, claiming he caught it in the Lamar River 
at Slough Creek. Koel told the angler he must be 
mistaken, claiming there were rainbow trout in the 
Lamar River, and asked the angler to bring another 
one back. Sure enough, the angler came back with 
multiple trout. Over the next decade, the sightings of 
rainbow trout increased, which led to a hybrid species 
between the cutthroat and rainbow trout, said Koel. 
After seeing a rise in the number of hybrid trout, a 
“must kill” regulation was put into place.

“In 2013 is when we implemented the ‘must kill’ 
regulation for the rainbow (trout) in the Lamar 
(River),” said Koel. 

Several audience members had concerns with kill-
ing fish that were caught, and brought it up at the end 
of the meeting. Audience members questioned the 
establishment of purely cutthroat areas, claiming it 
will degrade the ecosystem.

“You can argue that all you want, but the bottom 
line is the westslope (cutthroat) are the native fish to 
Yellowstone,” said Koel. “This represents some of the 
best habitat we have to preserve the westslope cut-
throat, and that is where they’re going to go.”

Another challenge the native cutthroat faces is lake 
trout – which consume the smaller cutthroats. Phil 
Doepke, a fisheries technician in YNP, gave a presen-
tation on the effects lake trout have on the cutthroat 
population in Yellowstone Lake.

“Non-native lake trout have gotten into the system 
– we first found them in the system in the mid 1990s,” 
said Doepke.

Lake trout can grow to be a tremendous 100 
pounds, but the largest caught in Yellowstone Lake 
was around 30 pounds, said Doepke. They are a long-
living species – the oldest lake trout caught on record 
was just over 60 years old. 

The issue is many of the animals in the Yellow-
stone Lake ecosystem depend on the cutthroat trout 
as a food source. The cutthroat live near the surface 
of the water, which makes them easier to catch by 
predators. The lake trout live closer to the bottom of 
the water, where predators cannot catch them, said 
Doepke.

In an effort to preserve cutthroat, Doepke and 
NPS workers lay out 30 to 35 miles of gill nets spread 
around Yellowstone Lake. These nets are negatively 
buoyant, which means they sink, and stretch about 
8 feet off the lake bottom. This allows cutthroat and 
boaters to safely coast above. Anglers would not know 
there was a net in the area, said Doepke. 

These nets have caught 2.3 million lake trout since 
they were first utilized in 1994. From 2012 to 2016 
alone, the nets trapped 1.5 million lake trout. Many 

anglers are upset because lake trout are considerably 
larger than cutthroat.

“People like catching big fish,” admitted Doepke. 
“We are mad about the lake trout because of their im-
pact on the cutthroat trout, and we want to reestablish 
the cutthroat trout.” 

Doepke explained another method of control 
being explored – dumping fish carcasses on embryo 
sites. Doepke and researchers have started 
laying lake trout carcasses on the embryo 
sites, which disrupts the chemical balance 
necessary for the embryos to survive, said 
Doepke. It currently shows a 100 percent 
success rate. 

Another threat to the Yellowstone bod-
ies of water concerns aquatic invasive spe-
cies – this threat may be the largest threat 
to the ecosystem. The AIS are classified 
as aquatic animals, plants and pathogens 
that can negatively impact the ecosystem, 
economy and human health, according to 
an article in Yellowstone Science. 

In 2016, 3,890 boats were inspected 
before entering waters in Yellowstone, 
according to Doepke. Only 78 of those 
vessels were deemed high risk, and 63 
were treated with a hot-water spray to kill 
any AIS. Boats came from all 50 states and 
every vessel was inspected before it was al-
lowed in YNP. Only 666 of the boats were 
motorized – the rest were canoes, rafts and 
kayaks and were non-motorized.

“A majority of those boats coming in are not high 
risk,” explained Doepke.

The meeting in West Yellowstone was one of four 
last week – leaving two meetings later in the week in 
Wyoming. The question and answer period at the end 
gave the public time to address some of their concerns 
with the preservation efforts of NPS and some of the 
regulations in place. 

Wolverines excel at music competition
Submitted by Nancy McPherson

West Yellowstone School

The following are results 
from the district music festival.

Band received a superior 
rating (I) in prepared pieces 
and a superior rating in sight 
reading

Choir received a superior 
rating in prepared pieces and 
an excellent rating (II) in sight 
reading.

The following solos and 
ensembles received excellent 
ratings:

Sabolsky-Salinas vocal duet
Jazz band
Men’s vocal ensemble
Ochoa-Salinas flute duet
Loomis-Ross woodwind duet
Kyle Watt, trumpet solo
Freshman women’s vocal en-
semble
Everest Trio
Emily Everest, vocal solo
Gospodarek-Salinas vocal duet
Sam Coffin, alto sax solo

 
The following solos and 

ensembles received superior 
ratings and are going to State 
Music Festival:

Maria Salinas, vocal solo
Cole Sabolsky, vocal solo
Mary Gospodarek, vocal solo
Hayley Hain, vocal solo

Dorothiyen Lopez, clarinet solo
Everest-Hauck trombone duet
Jazz Choir
Six Pak vocal ensemble
Woodwind-Mallet trio
Maria Salinas, flute solo
Loomis-Ross woodwind duet

Shane Pfeifer, tuba solo
Lucas Peterson, horn solo
Colter Ross, horn solo
Women’s vocal ensemble
Trumpet trio
Mathematically Challenged 
Woodwind Trio

Dustin Jones/West Yellowstone Star
The native species to Yellowstone is the Westslope Cutthroat Trout. Fishery technicians and biologists are working 

to prevent rainbow and cutthroat trout from reproducing – creating a hybrid trout and reducing the numbers of 
pure cutthroat trout in Yellowstone National Park.

Snow is going, so time 
to switch to your LOCAL 

propane provider!

Call From Anywhere 
800-632-5726

 www.fallriverpropane.com

Tank in West Yellowstone—it’s hassle-free. Install a 
new tank and fill it with the highest quality propane from 
Fall River. Transfer whatever propane is left in your 
tank—we will even call your old provider to have them 
take their old tank away. It’s that simple.

Serving the West Yellowstone area & all of Island Park

www.fallriverpropane.com
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- Editorial Policy -
Editorials are intended to acquaint our readers 
with the editor’s viewpoints on matters of public 

importance. Guest editorials and letters from readers 
(letters to the editor) reflect the opinion of the writers 

and do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the editor 
or the staff of the West Yellowstone Star.

- Press Release Policy -
• The West Yellowstone Star staff will give all press 
releases full consideration, but ultimately retains the 

authority to determine
whether or not to publish releases. 

•Content must be factual and objective. 
•Content must not contain advertising language (such 

as “call now,” “to buy tickets for,” “now showing” or 
“thank you”) or include pricing. 

•Items of a general business interest are appropriate 
for advertising – see advertising policy and rates. 

•Content must not be derogatory to competing 
companies or organizations.

•Content may only be submitted and published once. 
•There are no guarantees that 

press releases will be published.
•The West Yellowstone Star will edit submissions for 

grammar, AP style and content. 
• The West Yellowstone Star reserves the right to 

make all determinations relative to the above policy.

Any submissions to our paper, including photos or 
content, may be used in any of our 

print and digital products.

- Letters to the Editor Policy -
The West Yellowstone Star encourages the opinions of 
readers on public issues and matters of local concern. 
Letters must be close to 350 words. Please include the 
writer’s name, address and phone number. The West 
Yellowstone Star reserves the right to edit content for 
grammar, good taste and libel. We also reserve the 

right to reject or delay publications.
Announcements, thank yous and letters of a 

commercial nature will not appear in this column.

- Display & Classified Advertising Policy -
The West Yellowstone Star accepts most advertising, 

but may turn away any advertisement for any reason. It 
is up to us to decide on placement 

and content acceptability. 
The advertisements in this publication are not 

necessarily the opinion of or supported by 
the West Yellowstone Star.

Please note: Our client information is confidential.

~ Subscription Rates ~
In-State - $35.00/1 year or $60.00/2 years 

Out-of-State - $45.00/1 year or 75.00/2 years 
(e-Edition complimentary with print subscription)

$30 - e-Edition only 
$40 - 6 mos. print/1 year e-Edition

~ Obituaries ~
We offer complimentary obituaries. 

Guidelines: Must be 450 words or less and one photo.  
(Otherwise, it will be 25 cents per word thereafter)

Please call (682-7755) or email Abigail 
(editor@wyellowstonestar.com) for more information.

Obituaries must be submitted by noon Mondays.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

THEME: FAMOUS MOTHERS

ACROSS
1. ____ of cookies
6. Accident
9. Art ____
13. Greeting from Don Ho
14. Gone by
15. One who needs a muzzle
16. Sign of bad news
17. Hula dancer’s ornament
18. Chopin’s composition
19. *Little Women’s mother
21. *Mrs. Borden’s stepdaughter
23. R in rpm
24. Sign of a saint
25. 1960s British subculture
28. Sub station
30. Lay to rest
35. War god in Norse mythology
37. Standard
39. Shinbone
40. Staff note
41. Abdominal exercise

43. Cashier’s call
44. Wisdom tooth, e.g.
46. Location
47. Singing club
48. In any way whatsoever
50. *BÈbÈ’s mother
52. Dog tags
53. Highlands hillside
55. Rub the wrong way
57. *Queen Elizabeth I’s mother
60. *Anderson Cooper’s mother
63. Load carrier
64. *Queen Mother Elizabeth’s afternoon drink
66. *”Mamma Mia!” mother
68. Be
69. Snowmobile runner
70. Furnish with a fund
71. Benign lump
72. Thus far
73. Israeli statesman Moshe

DOWN
1. Ovine cry
2. Reunion attendee
3. Roman robe
4. Trill like a bird
5. Injured

6. “____ and hearty”
7. Hoariness
8. Southern chicken stew
9. Flighty one
10. Red carpet purse
11. Surrender territory
12. Miner’s bounty
15. Byzantine Empire coin
20. Not odds
22. Choler
24. Broadcaster’s item for sale
25. *Big ____, Martin Lawrence’s character
26. Theater in ancient Greece
27. Indistinctly
29. *TV mom of Meg, Chris and Stewie
31. Sound of a bell
32. Plural of obelus
33. Like some greens

34. *Mrs. ____, a “boy’s best friend”
36. Russell Crowe’s 2014 role
38. Remote control option
42. State of danger
45. Redford or De Niro
49. Like dry humor
51. What river did to bank
54. On pins and needles
56. Swedish money
57. Square-looking
58. Singer “on the dock of the bay”
59. For fear that
60. Gallop or trot
61. Hoosier State’s capital, for short
62. Dwarf buffalo
63. “Law & Order” character
65. Augment
67. Barley bristle

Opinions
Our policy about political letters, advertising

Readers,

Welcome to the opinion 
page. In light of the May 25 
special election to replace 
Secretary of Interior Ryan 
Zinke, the West Yellowstone 
Star would like to reiter-
ate our policy pertaining to 
political letters.

This policy is in place to 
maintain fairness for ev-
eryone and to protect the 
integrity of the election 
process. It is not intended to 
stifle conversation or prevent 
anyone from having his or 
her voice heard. 

Generally speaking, candi-
dates cannot campaign on the 
opinion page. 

In the edition that is dated 

the day of the election, May 
25, 2017, we will not publish 
letters about the election 
because they do not allow 
candidates time for rebuttals. 
That means the May 18 paper 
will be the last one to place a 
letter pertaining to the May 
25 special election.

There is one exception to 
the no letters policy the week 
before the election. If a letter 
runs this week and specifi-
cally challenges a candidate, 
that candidate is allowed to 
run a rebuttal letter, address-
ing only that specific issue, 
in the May 25 edition of the 
paper. We understand the 
technicalities and the dates 
are a little difficult to under-
stand, so anyone with ques-

tions should call the paper at 
682-7755 and we can talk you 
through it.

As always, letters may 
be edited by the West Yel-
lowstone Star staff for length 
and content. We reserve final 
decision on what runs – this 
applies to advertisements 
and letters. We are more than 
happy to work with those 
placing advertisements or 
writing letters to ensure sub-
missions adhere to our policy.

All that being said, we 
do encourage discussion on 
this page of the paper – that 
is why it is here! We want 
our readers to use this page 
to discuss important issues 
and engage one another. So, 
please interact! 

A general reminder: Let-
ters to the editor must be 
kept to 350 words. A verifi-
able author’s name, address 
and phone number must ac-
company the letter – though 
only the name and resident’s 
town name will be printed. 
Citizens can have their letters 
published twice per month.

In relation to advertis-
ing, in the May 25 paper we 
will only permit very generic 
advertisements pertaining to 
the election. Consequentially, 
the May 18 paper will be the 
last one where detailed ads 
will be accepted. Please give 
us a call with any questions!

Thank you,
The West Yellowstone Star 

Join us for a celebration – we want to hear from you
Readers,

We made it through the 
winter – a cold, snowy one 
at that! The West Yellowstone 
Star opened its doors in Sep-
tember last year, and within 
a few weeks, the first issue of 
the paper was on newstands 
around town. 

This week’s paper is issue 

32, which means we’ve been 
at this for 32 weeks! 

We think that is cause for 
a celebration. Next Thursday, 
May 11, stop by the West 
Yellowstone Chamber of 
Commerce on your way home 
from work. We are hosting 
a fun barbecue (or as we are 
calling it, STAR-becue) with 
good food and drinks so we 

can get to know all of you. 
Everyone we’ve met in 

West Yellowstone has wel-
comed us with open arms 
(and good information), and 
we want to continue to build 
on those relationships, as well 
as start new ones!

From 5 – 6:30 p.m., own-
ers/publishers Susanne Hill 
and Erin Leonard, editor 

Abigail Dennis, advertising 
and circulation representative 
Rachel Anderson and report-
er Dustin Jones will be at the 
chamber of commerce. Come 
give us feedback about the 
newspaper, grab some tasty 
food and let’s get acquainted!

See you there,
The West Yellowstone Star 

year,” said Patterson. “Our 
seasons are getting longer and 
they are picking up quicker.”

To remedy this, the town 
has charged the town engineer, 
Dick Deyer, with finding an 
alternate water source. Deyer 
plans to drill at least one test 
well somewhere along the 
newly purchased 80 acres on 
the western side of town, said 
Patterson. The estimated cost 
of constructing a well would 
be around $355,000, according 

a report Dyer completed on 
March 8. 

“Sometime around the first 
of June we will be ready to 
start drilling some wells,” said 
Patterson. “Hopefully we can 
get deep enough so we don’t 
have a whole lot of fluoride.”

When the town drills the 
test wells, which run approxi-
mately $35,000 each, the hope 
is to have a good water source 
without any additional fluo-
ride, said Patterson. If the there 
is an abundance of fluoride, 
a treatment plant, which can 

run approximately $1.2 million 
would have to be built, accord-
ing to Sabolsky.

Last summer had Sabolsky 
and Patterson worried – there 
were heaps of people and 
barely enough water to meet 
the demand. 

“We were holding our own 
– we weren’t gaining and we 
weren’t losing,” said Patterson. 
“There were days I wondered.”

Last summer, Pioneer Park 
went un-watered in order to 
conserve water. It was not until 
August that the well located in 

the park was used to water the 
grass, said Patterson. Residents 
were also put on watering 
restrictions, held to watering 
lawns three days a week, said 
Patterson. By the end of the 
summer, Patterson and Sabol-
sky concluded the town needed 
a backup plan.

 “It is like I told the town 
council, we need to continue 
looking for a backup plan,” 
said Patterson. “If (Whiskey 
Springs) dries up one day, we 
need enough wells to take care 
of town.”

WATER from pg. 1
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235 Firehole Ave.,  West YelloWstone, Mt | 59758  406.646.7068

sponsored by

ATHLETE OF THE WEEK

Freshman Averi Parker 
is the athlete of the 
week. Averi blew her 
personal record in the 
3,200 meter run out 
of the water (running 
a 12:33), ranking her 
second in the state in 
class C. She has a great 
personality and comes 
to practice and meets 
with a smile on her face. 
She is a huge asset to 
the team and her coach 
looks forward to seeing 
her improve even more 
over the next couple of 
weeks.

Go Wolverines!
Sponsored by:

Forest health:

Averi Parker

North Hebgen Project will 
thin trees for fire protection

Dustin Jones
news@wyellowstonestar.com

The Custer-Gallatin Na-
tional Forest north of town, 
along the Madison Arm of 
Hebgen Lake and abutting 
U.S. Highway 191, is slated for 
change over the next 10 years. 
Teri Seth, National Environ-
mental Policy Act team leader, 
responsible for CGNF areas 
from Bozeman to West Yel-
lowstone, has been working 
with a group of individuals to 
come up with a plan for the 
area. Around 25 people have 
been involved – Jason Brey, 
district ranger with Hebgen 
Lake Ranger District, is one of 
those individuals.

The NEPA team is made 
up of internal Forest Service 
employees from different spe-
cialties –recreation, hydrology, 
fire fighting, soil scientists and 
so on. According to Brey, the 
Forest Service is required to do 
an analysis on any programs 
that will have an effect on the 
human environment – or any 
time dirt is going to be moved. 
The environmental assess-
ment the NEPA team comes 
up with must be submitted 
to the Forest Service regional 
office in Missoula. The regional 
office will either approve the 
plans, or send them back to 
the NEPA team for additional 
work, said Brey.

“When you have this com-
plex of a project, it has to be 
submitted and reviewed by the 
regional office,” he said.

Seth and the NEPA team 
have also been working with 
groups such as the Custer 
Gallatin Working Group to 
come up with the best plan for 
forest management. 

“We worked with a lot of 
agencies,” she said. “You name 
it and we have somebody who 
provides feedback.”

The goal is forest manage-
ment – this includes reducing 
temporary roads, monitoring 
and preventing the spread of 
invasive weeds and thinning 
trees for fire prevention, said 
Seth. Out of the approximately 
70,000 acres Seth inspected, 
the plan is to treat and manage 
about 5,600 acres, according to 
Seth. A project like this takes a 
long time – likely more than a 
decade.

“It will take eight to 12 
years to complete all of the 
projects,” she said. “It sounds 
like a lot, but when you think 
of how big of an area we are 
looking at, the treatments are 
spread out over a very large 
area.”

The North Hebgen Project 
began as a landscape assess-
ment in 2013, and has been 
ongoing ever since. In January 
2015, the NEPA team went 
to the public for input, said 
Seth. One year later, in January 
2016, an environment assess-

ment draft was released, and 
more public comments were 
sought. 

Seth and her team just 
finished the last round of 
public input called the objec-
tion period – where individu-
als and agencies concerned 
can voice any objections to the 
proposed plan. Brey explained 
the first time public opinion 
was sought, the NEPA team 
received 58 comments. The 
second go around, they had 17. 
Finally, in the recent objection 
period, which ended April 24, 
there were only four.

“(Four objections) indicates 
that we have done a good job 
of addressing the people’s con-
cerns,” Seth said. 

“I do feel that as we go 
through the process, some 
people as they get more com-
fortable with it, they get their 
questions answered and they 
are more satisfied,” said Brey in 
agreeance. 

Once Seth and the NEPA 
team finish addressing con-
cerns, the drafts will be 
submitted to the regional office 
in Missoula, and hopefully 
approved, at the beginning of 
summer. 

“Our goal would be to have 
a final decision in July and 
start implementing after that,” 
she said.

Seth and the NEPA team 
examined the areas north 
of Hebgen Lake – from the 
Madison Arm northward to 
Teepee Creek and as far west as 
Red Canyon. One of the goals 
for the project is thinning the 
trees – this is critical when it 
comes to wildfire season, ac-
cording to Seth.

“The point of that, thin-
ning the trees, is that if a fire is 
burning through there it won’t 
burn as hot near the road,” she 
said. “It makes it easier for us 
to suppress the fires.”

Space between trees pre-
vents fires from burning from 
tree to tree, and instead, the 
burning tree limbs will fall to 
the ground, allowing fire fight-
ers to extinguish the flames, 

said Seth.
“A lot of what we are doing 

around roads and close to 
homes is thinning the trees so 
there is more space, so a fire 
isn’t as likely to travel from 
tree to tree,” she said.

One of the areas where this 
is critical, according to Seth, is 
at the Rainbow Point camp-
ground. 

“It is a very big and very 
popular camp ground,” said 
Seth. “This will give people 
more time to get out (during 
a fire).”

Another issue on Rain-
bow Point is grizzly bear 
encounters. Thinned trees will 
provide better visibility for 
both humans and bears, ideally 
reducing encounters.

“If we reduce more of the 
ground level vegetation and 
put a little spacing in there, 
your chances of a surprise 
encounter with a bear would 
hopefully be less,” said Brey.

 Brey said that clearing, 
combined with bear safety 
education and food storage 
regulations, will hopefully lead 
to less bear issues over the 
course of the summer season. 

The thinning process will 
provide work for logging com-
panies in the area, according 
to Seth. The process, although 
lengthy, will provide visitors 
as well as residents with a 
safer forest area to the north of 
town.

The work over the next 
10 to 12 years could slightly 
inconvenience the residents 
of West Yellowstone, but the 
long-term effects are worth it, 
according to Brey. 

“At times, there could be 
certain segments of roads or 
trails that are closed,” he said. 
“From our stance, (inconve-
niences) are more than offset 
by long-term gain.”

Brey has already met with 
the chamber of commerce and 
explained some of the issues 
that could arise in the future. 
Brey plans on giving the town 
advance notice of any required 
closures.

Abigail Dennis/West Yellowstone Star

Dr. David Newton,
Family Medicine

Dr. RD Marks,
Family Medicine

Marty Hensel,
PA-C, Family Med.

Patrick Watson, 
PA-C

Dr. Patrick Holland, 
Gynecology

Dr. Maura  Davenport,
Family Medicine

Call 406.682.4223 to schedule and appointment with a provider of your choice  |  8:30 am to 5 pm

Complete 
Family
Medical 
Care:

Pediatrics
 Family Medicine 

Oncology 
Cardiology 
Pre-Natal
Urology

Gynecology

305 N. Main, Ennis MT
Clinic access through lower level.

www.mvmedcenter.org

provider schedule may 2017
Mon tues weds thurs Fri

WATSON
MARKS
NEWTON

4 5

8 9 10 11 12

15 16 17 18 19

22 23 24 25 26

HENSEL
DAVENPORT
MARKS

NEWTON
DAVENPORT

NEWTON
MARKS
DAVENPORT

NEWTON
DAVENPORT
WATSON

WATSON
NEWTON

MARKS
NEWTON
WATSON

MARKS
WATSON
DAVENPORT

DAVENPORT
MARKS
HENSEL

HOLLAND
NEWTON
DAVENPORT

DAVENPORT
WATSON
NEWTON

NEWTON
HENSEL
MARKS

NEWTON
WATSON
MARKS

CLINIC
CLOSED

29
DAVENPORT
HENSEL

DAVENPORT
HENSEL

3 MARKS
WATSON
DAVENPORT

DAVENPORT
WATSON

HOLLAND

30
WATSON
MARKS

*Provider’s schedules are subject to change.

1 WATSON
DAVENPORT

2 WATSON
HOLLAND
HENSEL
DAVENPORT

MARKS
DAVENPORT

NEWTON
MARKS

DAVENPORT

31
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AROUND TOWN

CLASSIF IEDS
HELP WANTED

Looking for laborers/carpenters 
to join Sphinx Mountain 
Custom Builders. Construction 
knowledge preferred but 
willing to train the right person. 
Motivation to work & hustle 
required. Pay DOE. 406-531-3173

Seasonal Full-time Laborer, 
Union ($13.64/hour) This 
position performs general labor 
duties including operating of 
vehicles and equipment, watering 
and mowing of grass, painting, 
cleaning restrooms, installing 
signs, collecting trash and other 
duties as may be assigned under 
the general supervision of the 
Public Services Superintendent 
and Deputy Superintendent. 
This position requires frequent 
interaction with the public, 
general knowledge of facilities 
maintenance, custodial work, 
lawn care and other operations 
assigned to the Public Services 
Department. For application 
form, detailed position 
description and qualifications 
contact the Town Offices, 440 
Yellowstone Ave/PO Box 1570, 
West Yellowstone MT 59758/406-
646-7795. Application materials 
are also available online at www.
townofwestyellowstone.com. 
Submit applications to the Town 
Offices; this position is open 
until filled. Applications that are 
incomplete or unsigned will not 
be considered in the selection 
process. Women, minorities and 
individuals with disabilities are 
encouraged to apply. Town is an 
EEO/ADA employer. The Town 
Council has enacted a Drug 
and Alcohol Free Workplace 
Policy. This policy includes pre-
employment, random and for 
cause drug and alcohol testing. A 
copy of this policy is available for 
review at the Town Office. OPEN 
UNTIL FILLED.

FOOD ROUNDUP
SUPERMARKET

FROM FEAST TO PICNIC, WE CAN FILL YOUR 
NEEDS. WE FEATURE THE FINEST IN MEATS, 

PRODUCE, WINES & SPECIALTY ITEMS.

We are located at the corner of Madison and 
Dunraven across from the Stagecoach Inn. 

Plenty of off street parking. 
Drop in and see us!

107 Dunraven
West Yellowtone, Montana

(406) 646-7501

ROUNDUP 
TRADING POST

YOUR COUNTRY VARIETY STORE

CLOTHING • SHOES • HOUSEWARES 
LINENS • PET SUPPLIES  

CAMPING AND SPORTING GOODS 
GIFTS & MORE

We are located on half block 
from the Food Roundup. Drop in and see us!

127 Dunraven
West Yellowtone, Montana

((406) 646-7751

for sale

Tri State Excavating in West 
Yellowstone is hiring seasonal 

and year round laborers, 
equipment operators and Class 
A CDL drivers. Pay is based on 

experience.
Chris Kachur
406-640-0216

tristateexcavating@gmail.com

Wanted to buy: West 
Yellowstone Home in town. 
Contact Chris (231) 655-9299.

wanted

Front desk Reservation 
clerk, AM/PM shifts. Pick up 
application at 301 Madison Ave. 
(no phone calls please.) 

Trapper’s Restaurant is looking 
for breakfast servers, 6 am-
noon. Pick up application at 301 
Madison Ave. (no phone calls 
please).

Seasonal Full Time Recreation 
Counselors, Town of West 
Yellowstone ($12.98/hr.)  The 
Town of West Yellowstone is 
seeking applicants for seasonal, 
full-time Recreation Counselors.  
These positions deliver recreation 
programs to youth ages 5 to 
12 years old, under general 
supervision of the Recreation 
Coordinator.  For application 
form, detailed position 
description and qualifications 
contact West Yellowstone Job 
Service Office, 440 Yellowstone 
Ave/PO Box 1570, West 
Yellowstone, MT 59758/406-
646-7311.  Application materials 
are also available online at www.
townofwestyellowstone.com.  
Priority consideration will be 
given to applications submitted 
to the Town of West Yellowstone 
by 5:00 PM on May 15, 2017.  
Applications that are incomplete 
or unsigned as of the closing 
date will not be considered in 
the selection process.  Women, 
Men, minorities and individuals 
with disabilities are encouraged 
to apply.  Town is an EEO/
ADA employer. OPEN UNTIL 
FILLED.

This is a full time, 40 hour per 
week, administrative/clerical 
position. Some of the position 
duties are outlined below. The 
application and complete position 
description can be accessed at 
www.hbrfd.com or by stopping 
by the Hebgen Basin Fire Station 
1 at 10 Faithful Street, West 
Yellowstone, Montana.
Responsible for a bi-weekly 
payroll, appropriate reports, 
and payments. Responsible for 
quarterly payroll reporting and 
annual tax reporting. Maintains 
ambulance billing software, 
accounts, and payments. 
Processes accounts receivable 
and maintains accounts payable 
accurately to provide budgeting 
figures and annual reporting 
for the District. Works with the 
County offices regarding both 
and balances monthly to assure 
accuracy in-house and at the 
County level. Maintains the 
District website and provides 
first line technology assistance. 
Keeps minutes at Board meetings, 
prepares official minutes and 
maintains Board of Trustee 
records. Performs other clerical 
and administrative duties as 
required to support crew, patients, 
public, and assistant chief and 
chief. Acts as notary public for the 
District, staff, board, and public. 
Responsible for digital and paper 
file management.
Applicants must complete a 
Hebgen Basin Fire District job 
application with attached resume, 
pass written and oral interviews 
and tests, and pass a background 
and drug test. The successful 
applicant must live and maintain 
residency within the boundaries 
of the Hebgen Basin Fire District 
within 60 days of hire.
Applications and resume can 
be returned to the Fire Chief at 
sgrube@hbrfd.com or by mail to 
P.O. Box 1508, West Yellowstone, 
MT 59758. All applications must 
be received at Hebgen Basin Fire 
Station 1 by 12:00 noon May 5, 
2017. Applications submitted 
after that time will not be 
considered.

Three quarter acre, Henry’s Fork 
River business lot, Last Chance, 
ID. $400,000-$600,000. 715-787-
7144 or 715-697-6625

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT 
POSITIONS: K-12 Art 
Teacher with Second Area of 
Certification Preferred 
REQUIREMENTS: 
Montana Teaching Certificate 
with necessary endorsements, 
Transcripts, District or Universal 
Application, Letter of Interest, 
Resume, Fingerprint Background 
Check
START DATE:   
August 22, 2017
SALARY: $30,229.00* 
salary base as negotiated DOE.  
*As Per 2015-17 CBA No teacher 
will make less than $30,821.00
DEADLINE:   
Until Filled
CONTACT:   
Kevin Flanagan, Superintendent
West Yellowstone School
411 No. Geyser, P.O. Box 460
West Yellowstone, MT  59758
(406) 646-7617
kflanagan@westyellowstone.k12.
mt.us
The West Yellowstone School 
District complies with the 
Montana Veteran’s Employment 
Preference Act and provides 
preference in employment 
to eligible veterans, disabled 
veterans and certain eligible 
relatives as specified in the Act. 
Applicants seeking to claim 
this preference may either 
download and fill out the online 
VETERAN’S PREFERENCE 
FORM and submit with your 
application OR contact the 
Human Resources Office,  411 
N. Geyser, PO Box 460, West 
Yellowstone, MT 59758, 406-646-
7617, before the screening date or 
closing date for application and 
we can email fax or mail you the 
Veteran’s Preference Form.

The Hebgen Basin Fire District 
is accepting applications for 
Paramedic/Firefighter. An 
application and complete job 
description can be requested from 
the Hebgen Basin Fire District, 
P.O. Box 1508 West Yellowstone, 
MT 59758 or by calling 406-646-
9094 or at www.hbrfd.com.
Applications and resume can 
be returned to the Fire Chief at 
sgrube@hbrfd.com or by mail to 
P.O. Box 1508, West Yellowstone, 
MT 59758. All applications must 
be received at Hebgen Basin Fire 
Station 1 by 12:00 noon May 23, 
2017. Applications submitted 
after that time will not be 
considered. Selected applicants 
will be interviewed and additional 
testing will be required.
This is a permanent fulltime 
position that will be required to 
live within the boundaries of the 
Hebgen Basin Fire District.

406.646.7365 | YellowstoneVacations.com

BRANCH HOURS
6:30AM - 2:00PM

315 Yellowstone Ave. West Yellowstone, MT

MAY

  �  ’     
BRUNCH

$20 Per Person

Branch_newsads_mothersday_PRINT.pdf   1   5/2/17   9:42 AM

14 foot Lund Fishing Boat trailer 
and 9.9 Evinrude long shank 
motor. Stored inside. $2,800, cash 
only. 303-725-0658

General Help Wanted
Dispatcher.  Dispatcher.  $14.82/
hr (+$1.00 following success-
ful completion of the first six 
months).  This position is re-
sponsible for dispatch duties and 
local record keeping, under the 
general supervision of the Head 
Dispatcher and Chief of Police.  
For application form, detailed 
position description and qualifi-
cations contact West Yellowstone 
Town Hall, 440 Yellowstone Ave/
Box 1570 West Yellowstone, MT 
59758 (406)646-7795.  Applica-
tion materials are also available 
online at www.townofwestyel-
lowstone.com.  All applications 
must be submitted to the West 
Yellowstone Town Hall.  Two po-
sitions available and job is open 
until filled.  Women, minorities 
and individuals with disabilities 
are encouraged to apply.  Town is 
an EEO/ADA employer.
OPEN UNTIL FILLED.

FREE. 1 Twin Bed, 1 Clean, 
very good condition mattress- 
used part time. Sheets - 2 sets, 
bedspread, pad, bedframe, with 
head/foot. Call Nancy. 205-539-
2112 (in West). May need to 
provide transport.

Want to Rent fishing boat 
for Hebgen, minimum 18 ft. 
Annual visitor 602-402-5699

Kindergarten orientación
Submitted by Kevin Flanagan

West Yellowstone School
Es esa época del año para empezar a pensar acerca de cómo registrar los estudiantes de Kinder 

para el año escolar 2017-2018. Si usted tiene un estudiante que cumplirá 5 años de edad el 10 de 
Septiembre, 2017 y planea inscribirlo/a aquí en la Escuela West Yellowstone, por favor póngase en 
contacto con la escuela al 406-646-7617 para inscribirse en esta orientación. La maestra de Kinder 
, la Sra. Amy Freed, y el director, Sr. Kevin Flanagan, estarán ofreciendo una Orientación de Kinder 
el Miércoles, 18 de Mayo de 6:00 – 6:30 con el fin de dar la bienvenida a los estudiantes y  padres 
y ofrecer paquetes de inscripción. La orientación se llevará a cabo en el Salón de Wolverine en la 
escuela.

Estamos muy contentos de conocer a usted y su hijo! Nos vemos entonces.

Kindergarten orientation in West Yellowstone
Submitted by Kevin Flanagan

West Yellowstone School 
It is that time of year to begin thinking about registering kindergarten students for the 2017-

2018 school year. If you have a student who will turn five years of age by Sept. 10, 2017, and you 
plan on enrolling him/her here at the West Yellowstone School, please contact the school at 646-
7617 to sign up for this orientation. Next year’s Kindergarten teacher, Amy Freed, and the kinder-
garten through fifth-grade principal, Kevin Flanagan, will be offering a kindergarten orientation 
on Thursday, May 18 from 6 – 6:30 p.m. in order to welcome students and parents, and provide 
registration packets. The orientation will be held in the Wolverine Lounge at the school.  

We are excited to meet you and your child. See you then.

12th annual Smoking Waters Mountain Man Rendezvous
Submitted by Sunshine Kirkpatrick

West Yellowstone Mountain Man Association 
Step into the experience of 1800’s life at the Smoking Water Mountain Man Rendezvous on Aug. 

4 – 13, 2017, from 9:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. at the West Yellowstone Old Airport. Entertainment, 
demonstrations and seminars on a variety of “life as it was skills” will give a deeper appreciation of 
the challenges and dangers that were faced and overcome. Come for tomahawk and knife demon-
strations and black powder shoots. For more information call 646-7931. 

Public meeting about Hebgen project
Submitted by Butch Larcomb

NorthWestern Energy
NorthWestern Energy will be hosting two public meetings to discuss the Hebgen project 

and hydro operations on the Madison River. NorthWestern employees and representatives from 
Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Trout Unlimited, the Madison River Foundation and the Forest 
Service will support these meetings.

The West Yellowstone meeting will be Tuesday, May 16 at 7 p.m. at the West Yellowstone Holi-
day Inn.

Survey about West Yellowstone Community Aquatic Center
Submitted by Deborah Clark

West Yellowstone Community Aquatic Center
The West Yellowstone Community Aquatic Center has put out a local survey and also a local 

lodging group ticket survey. Responses will be gladly accepted through May 28. The group ticket 
survey for all lodging facilities will be sent out this week. The locals survey can be accessed through 
www.westyellowstoneaquatics.org. 



        7Thursday, May 4, 2017

Health & Wellness

SILVERTIP PHARMACY
120 N Canyon St,West Yellowstone

phone 406-646-7056
fax 406-646-7058

120 N Canyon St,West Yellowstone

Want to submit an 
article on the health and 

wellness page?!
Email Abigail Dennis at 

editor@wyellowstonestar.
com for a chance to be 

featured!

DENTAL
West  Yellowstone

Dr. Doug Smith DDS
Dr. Ryan Smith DDS

“Yellowstone Smiles”
317 N. Canyon | West Yellowstone, MT

(406) 646-7766
Call (208) 390-7562 for Emergency Dental Service

Together, Bozeman Health and Community Health Partners offer extended primary care services to the community of West Yellowstone.
Erin Bevan, FNP, sees patients at Community Health Partners Tuesdays through Fridays. Every Tuesday, a doctor from Bozeman Health Big Sky 

Medical Center is also available to see and care for patients.

Call today to schedule your appointment.

Community Health Partners – West Yellowstone
406-646-9441  |  11 South Electric Street

• Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
• Thursday from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.

C O M M U N ITY 
H EALTH PARTN ERS 

Real people. Remarkable  healthcare .

CARING FOR YOU

 Erin Bevan, FNP Phillip Hess, MD Maren Dunn Chandler, DO Jeremy Mitchell, DO Mark Siemer, DO Kirk Weber, MD      

FitnessFRONT

by
Karen 
Robiscoe

Submitted by David Baier 
Social Security Public Affairs, 

Billings

You are making America 
stronger through Social Secu-
rity. Chances are, people you 
know and love benefit in some 
way from this social safety 
net. Retirees, Wounded War-
riors, the disabled and people 
who are chronically ill rely on 
Social Security for monthly 
benefits. In Madison County, 
there are approximately 2,285 
retired and disabled individu-
als receiving Social Security 
benefits. That brings approxi-
mately $2,716,000 into the lo-
cal Madison County economy 
every month. For the state of 
Montana, there are approxi-
mately 217,758 individuals 
receiving Social Security ben-
efits, delivering $257,376,000 
into the local economy each 
month.  The Social Secu-
rity taxes you pay are helping 
millions of Americans and 
thousands of Montanans, 
and financially securing your 

today and tomorrow.
By law, employers must 

withhold Social Security taxes 
from workers’ paychecks. 
While usually referred to as 
“Social Security taxes” on an 
employee’s pay statement, 
sometimes the deduction is 
labeled as “FICA.” This stands 
for Federal Insurance Con-
tributions Act, a reference to 
the original Social Security 
Act. In some cases, you will 
see “OASDI,” which stands for 
Old Age Survivors Disability 
Insurance, the official name 
for the Social Security Insur-
ance program. 

The taxes you pay now 
mean a lifetime of protection 
– for a comfortable retirement 
in your senior years or in the 
event of disability. And when 
you die, your family (or future 
family) may be able to receive 
survivors benefits based on 
your work as well. 

Social Security is fully 
funded through 2033. At that 
point, we will be able to fund 
retirement benefits at 79 per-

cent unless changes are made 
to the law. Social Security has 
evolved to meet the needs of 
a changing population – and 
you can count on Social Secu-
rity in the future.

If you are a long way from 
retirement, you may have a 
tough time seeing the value of 
benefit payments that could 
be many decades in the future. 
But keep in mind that the 

Social Security taxes you are 
paying can provide valuable 
disability or survivors benefits 
in the event the unexpected 
happens. Studies show that of 
today’s 20 year olds, about one 
in four will become disabled, 
and about one in eight will 
die, before reaching retire-
ment.

You can also learn more at 
www.socialsecurity.gov.

Stop repeating yourself

During the summer, it 
is plenty easy to get all the 
physical activity you need 
outside. A bike ride in the 
foothills. A hike on a moun-
tain trail. An afternoon 
swimming, or run through 
the neighborhood; the great 
outdoors is so user-friendly, 
it is easy to forget the brick 
and mortar health clubs. 
Gyms equipped with ma-

chines that spin, pedal and 
step you into shape, there is 
a reason to visit them beyond 
the dictates of bad weather. 
You know as well as I do you 
cannot beat what a gym has 
to offer for perfecting your 
physique, but if your routine 
bores you, it is a safe bet you 
will find reason to skip the 
fine tuning and settle for 
less. Little wonder, since your 

muscles are bored, too. Per-
forming the same motion day 
in and day out lessens the ef-
ficacy of your exercise, over-
works the muscles targeted, 
and leaves them prone to in-
jury, to boot. But do not fret! 
The route to visible results is 
as easy as sidestepping that 
elliptical, and engaging your 
imagination, instead. 

Take free weights, for 

example. They are not just 
for bodybuilders anymore. A 
marvelous tool for isolating 
specific muscles, and muscle 
groups, a weight training 
session elevates your me-
tabolism for hours after you 
have hefted your last dumb-
bell, and allows you to sculpt 
the figure you want in a way 
cardio machines never will. 
Cardio is great for warm-
ing up, but once you get that 
blood pumping – pump some 
iron. Want a more impressive 
chest? Try a few bench flies 
gripping dumbbells in each 
hand. A better booty? Then 
loaded lunges are in order. A 
whittled waistline? Try torso 
twists with a medicine ball to 
get that hourglass, and enjoy 
the benefits of a stronger 
core and improved stability 
as an added bonus.

Group exercise is a fun 
way to shake it up, too. A 
constantly evolving facet of 
gym culture, the variety of 
specialized classes out there 
is enormous. Everything 
from functional fitness, to 
boot camps, to Bikram yoga, 
and high intensity interval 
training – a workout that 
alternates intense bursts of 
activity with fixed periods 
of less-intense activity – you 
can pick your pace, focus, 
forum and schedule. You 
might even pick up a few 
friends while you are at it, 
since nothing breaks the ice 
as quickly as sharing a good 
sweat. 

Different gyms offer 
different things, and if you 
are lucky enough to belong 
to one that has a swimming 
pool, it is time to don that 
Speedo, and log a few laps. I 
can tell you from firsthand 
experience that nothing flat-
tens the abdominal region 
quite as efficiently as a daily 
dip, and it is easy on your 
musculoskeletal system, too. 
Prefer a good game? If your 
club has a racquetball court, 
grab a buddy and flavor your 
workout with the thrill of 
competition. Whether it is a 
rock climbing wall you have 
been skipping, or an outdoor 
track you have been mean-
ing to try, I guarantee you 
will exercise longer, and have 
more fun doing it when you 
focus on activities you enjoy.

So go ahead. Goblet 
squat, frog jump, chaturanga 
and rappel your way to that 
Beyoncé bottom. There are 
so many options available 
in a club setting to give you 
the figure you have always 
wanted, to turn the hamster 
wheel of a cardio machine 
every time you go is a cop 
out. Remember: the more 
varied your exercise is, the 
more likely it is you will 
look forward to the time you 
spend at the gym with the 
same enthusiasm you feel for 
outdoor activities.

* Formerly a resident of 
Big Sky Country, Ms. Ro-
biscoe is a certified fitness 
trainer through the National 
Academy of Sports Medicine, 
and conventionally published 
author of short fictions, essays 
and poetry. 

Social Security and Montana

To advertise

on the Health & 
Wellness Page

Call Us @ 
682-7755

or email 
rachel@

wyellowstonestar.com
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PET OF THE WEEK
Beavis

Meet Beavis, a 
former sled dog who 
is now looking for 
a caring family to 
call his own. He is 
an athletic young 
man and would be 
best matched with 
an equally athletic 
home. Beavis loves to 
do any and all things 
outdoors, hiking or 
running, summer 
or winter, he’s up 

for anything! He tends to be a little shy when first meeting people, 
but once he warms up, he is the sweetest husky you could ever know. 
Beavis used to live with other sled dogs, so he enjoys the company of 
dogs and would most likely do well with another dog in the house. If 
you are looking for a new loyal best friend, stop on down to Heart of 
the Valley and spend some time with Beavis. He can’t wait to meet 
you! Adoption counselors are able to introduce you to Beavis any day 
of the week from 11:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. You can meet him at 1549 East 
Cameron Bridge Road or call 388-9399 to hear more about him. 

235 Firehole Ave.,  West YelloWstone, Mt | 59758  406.646.7068

sponsored by

 106 South Electric | West Yellowstone 

www.ourbank.com
406.646.7646

West Yellowstone thanks you!
Sponsored by:

West Yellowstone thanks you!
Sponsored by:

VOLUNTEER OF THE WEEK

Amy Freed
Amy 

Freed has 
volunteered 
to assist in 
the cross 
country 
programs 
at the 
school and 
has also 
dedicated 
her free 
time to the 
track teams 
as well. 
Helping 
out with distance events and support of the athletes and 
coaches. Amy is also a splendid volunteer that works with 
the Kids-N-Snow program in town during the winter. 

AreA Fishing report

Madison (Hebgen Dam to Ennis)
Flows out of Hebgen have been ris-

ing, currently sitting at 1,410cfs. The high 
outflow is due to NorthWestern Energy 
not wanting to start filling the lake until 
run-off actually gets started. Generally, 
this approach makes me pretty nervous, 

but we should be in good shape as Snow-
pack for the Madison Range is currently at 
120 percent. High flows translates to good 
bankside nymphing and streamer fishing 
as fish are pushed to the banks and the 
pockets will have plenty of water to hold 
them. Keep your eyes open and make sure 

to avoid rainbow spawn-
ing grounds.  

There have certainly 
been opportunities for 
quality dry fly fishing 
through the wade section. 
Mostly midges and baetis 
still, but as we jump into 
May dust off the BWO 
and March Brown boxes. 
Until the flows warm a 
bit, search the slowest 
bankside pockets/slicks 

for heads, it’ll be awhile until fish consis-
tently rise in the choppy riffles. Stop by or 
tie up a few #18 Sparkle Duns, #18 Baetis 
D.O.A., #18-20 CDC Comparadun and a 
few #18-20 Purple Parachutes never hurt.

As for nymphing, smaller stones and 
attractor patterns have been. Also, the Up-
per Madison’s wade section is an excellent 
area to learn nymphing techniques as the 
pocket water is so darn good. Regarding 
patterns, our favorites this week have been 
the #10 Biot Stone, #12 Tungsten Goldie, 
#14-16 Frenchie, #16-18 Zebra, #16 Lake 
Prince and #18 Green Machine. Leave 
your eggs at the farm.

Upper Gallatin
As of April 29, the Gallatin was still 

crystal clear upstream of Taylor Fork. But 
even with the mud Taylor was pumping, 

the Gallatin immediately downstream 
was still only emerald green, not brown. 
Water is still very cold, expect to nymph/
streamer fish, any dry fly fishing between 
YNP and Big Sky you can find is icing on 
the cake. In addition to nymphs listed for 
the Madison, take a few #4 Purple Sparkle 
Minnows along to strip through the tail 
end of runs.  

Hebgen Lake
Ice is currently off the majority of the 

north shore. There’s still a little around the 
cattle (bison) guard, but plenty of room 
to get out and strip flies. Cover water and 
keep mixing up your patterns, lots of hun-
gry fish out there. Top sellers this week 
for Hebgen were the #4 Swinger Leech in 
black and rust, #6 Rusty Rubber Leg Bug-
ger and the #4 Flash-A-Bugger.

Wolverine track and field hits the road
Dustin Jones

news@wyellowstonestar.com

Last week, Wolverine track 
and field athletes competed in 
two meets – the first of which 

was on Thursday, April 27, in 
Ashton, Idaho.

Boys
100 meters

Kyle Watt, 14th, 12.99

Morgan Austad, 21st, 13.27
Sam Coffin, 24th, 13.59
Mac Hauck, 25th, 13.64
Cole Sabolsky, 26th, 13.65

200 meters
Morgan Austad, 19th, 27.84

Mac Hauck, 21st, 28.56
Sam Coffin, 22nd, 28.88
Cole Sabolsky, 24th, 29.21

400 meters
Miguel Salinas, ninth, 59.91
Kyle Watt, 12th, 1:01.70
Morgan Austad, 13th, 

1:02.74
Mac Hauck, 16th, 1:03.96
Jake Mann, 23rd, 1:15.90

800 meters
Matthew Burden, 13th, 

2:36.62
300m hurdles – 36”

Bryce Loomis, fourth, 46.75
Cole Sabolsky, 11th, 52.60

Relay 
Bryce Loomis, Jackson 

Gospodarek, Miguel Salinas, 
Matthew Burden, third, 4:23.68
Shot Put – 12 lb

Easton Roos, seventh, 33-
09-50

Kyle Watt, 13th, 30-09.50
Sam Coffin, 16th, 28-08

Discus – 1.6kg
Easton Roos, 10th, 97-09

Long Jump
Miguel Salinas, 19th, 15-01
Matthew Burden, 21st, 

14-00
Jackson Gospodarek, 23rd, 

13-01.50
Triple Jump

Bryce Loomis, seventh, 
34-06.25

Girls
100 meters

Kestly Jessop, sixth, 30.39
400 meters

Kestly Jessop, first, 1:07.32
800 meters

Julia Everest, second, 
2:49.78

1600 meters
Averi Parker, first, 6:02.88
Julia Everest, third, 6:31.62
Emily Everest, eighth, 

7:03.84
3200 meters

Averi Parker, first, 12:33.22
100m Hurdles – 33”

Rebekah Everest, fifth, 18.38
Shot Put – 4kg

Maria Salinas, sixth, 25-
11.25
Discus – 1kg

Maria Salinas, third, 76-09
Maria Morales, 16th, 43-06

The West Yellowstone 
track and field team competed 
against 17 other schools in 
Bozeman last Saturday, April 
29, for the Manhattan Chris-
tian Invitational. 

Boys
100 meters

Miguel Salinas, 32nd, 13.12
Cole Sabolsky, 35th, 13.17
Kyle Watt, 38th, 13.26
Morgan Austad, 43rd, 13.59
Jackson Gospodarek, 48th, 

14.82
Parker Young, 50th, 15.11

200 meters
Mac Hauck, 23rd, 27.92
Matthew Burden, 26th, 

28.76
Sam Coffin, 29th, 36.12

400 meters
Miguel Salinas, 11th, 59.59
Morgan Austad, 16th, 1:01.8

1600 meters
Matthew Burden, 26th, 

5:39.84
110m hurdles – 39”

Bryce Loomis, 14th, 20.44

300m hurdles – 36”
Bryce Loomis, eighth, 46.32
Kyle Watt, 17th, 50.35

4x400 relay
Bryce Loomis, Cole Sabol-

sky, Kyle Watt, Miguel Salinas, 
eighth, 50.16
Shot Put – 12 lb

Easton Roos, 11th, 35-02
Sam Coffin, 18th, 32-03
Kyle Watt, 29th, 29-04

Discus – 1.6kg
Easton Roos, 30th, 8-09

Javelin – 800g
Mac Hauck, 14th, 117-09
Easton Roos, 35th, 93-01

Long Jump
Bryce Loomis, 13th, 17-09
Miguel Salinas, 25th, 15-03
Matthew Burden, 29th, 

14-04.5
Jackson Gospodarek, 32nd, 

13-06.25
Parker Young, 34th, 13-

00.75
Triple Jump

Parker Young, 23rd, 29-
00.50

Girls
100 meters

Kestly Jessop, 19th, 14.54
Maria Salinas, 35th, 15.58

400 meters
Kestly Jessop, 11th, 1:06.45

3200 meters
Averi Parker, second, 

12:02.45
Shot Put – 4kg

Maria Salinas, 15th, 26-
10.00
Javelin – 600g

Maria Salinas, 10th, 82-00
Long Jump

Kestly Jessop, 24th, 13-00

Yellowstone Historic center to Hold 
AnnuAl MeMbers’ Meeting

The Yellowstone Historic Center Annual Members’ 
Meeting will be held on Wednesday May 17, 2017 at 

6:00 PM in the YHC Museum located at 104 Yellowstone 
Avenue in West Yellowstone, Montana. The meeting’s 
agenda will include election of board members for the 
Yellowstone Historic Center Board of Directors and a 

review of the past year’s accomplishments. To be eligible 
to vote, individuals must have a 2017 membership in 

good standing as of April 15, 2017. The meeting will be 
followed with light food fare as well as beverages. 

For more information, please contact Kaitlin Johnson at 
(406) 646-7461 or info@yellowstonehistoriccenter.org.

Amy Freed

Fly Shop - Professional Guide Trips
Established 1981

125 N. Canyon Street  | West Yellowstone, MT | 406-646-9644
www.madisonriveroutfi tters.com
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Advanced English
Tuesdays 5pm - 6pm

-

Beginner English
Wednesdays 5pm - 6 pm

-

Spanish Spanish 
Thursdays 5pm - 6pm 

FREE
Language Classes

CORNER OF MADISON & DUNRAVEN | WEST YELLOWSTONE, MONTANA
PHONE: (406) 646-9050

A  Yellowstone
Tradition!

Pizza • Wild Game Burgers • Salads 
Steak & Shrimp • Soup • Ice Cream

Local Micro brews, Imported & Domestic Beer • Wine

WE
DELIVER !

Casino: Video Poker • Keno & Line Games • Video Games for Kids

Your small-town friendly Restaurant, Pub and Casino.
Open at 11 a.m., daily. 
Bring your friends!

Daily Specials

Columns:
READER'S
corner

by Monika Rogers

MONTANA TERRITORIAL LAND COMPANY
121 Madison Ave. • West Yellowstone, MT 59758

406.646.7145 • mtlc@wyellowstone.com
www.montanaterritorial.com

COMMERCIAL OFFICE BUILDING
Investment Property • 4 Office Suites • Long Term Leases

Listed at $379,000

LOG HOME W/ACREAGE
3 Bedroom • 2 Bath • 5 Acres 

Bordering FS Land
Listed at $449,900

NEW LISTING 
Top Notch Lot • Multi-Housing 

Approved • South Facing
Listed at $78,000

Andie Withner
406.209.3145

Debbie Griffin
406.641.0154

Liz Watt
406.640.0395

Grant Evje
406.580.1218

Offi ce: 406-646-4844 Nursery: 208-652-7840
swiss@ida.net | www.swissprecision.net

Landscaping & Yard Services • 
Power Raking, Fertilizing, Pruning 
• Sprinkler System Repair & New 
Installation • Year Round Property 

Management • Tree Trimming (up to 
75 feet Bucket)Truck Stump Removal

   “Harmonizing         Nature”with    “Harmonizing         Nature”

Full Nursery: Open April 3 - October 21

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING?  
GIVE US A CALL!

Rachel at 406-640-2548 or email 
rachel@wyellowstonestar.com

406-646-4074
Engines, Transmissions, Brake Service plus on-car brake lathe, ABS, 
Traction Control Systems, Fuel Systems & Ignition Systems, Computer 

Systems and Factory level Reprogramming, Electric Body Control 
Systems, Theft Deterrent Systems, Starters and Alternators, 

Heating & Air Conditioning, Custom Exhaust
8:30 - 5:30 M-F

555 Yellowstone Ave., West Yellowstone, MT

Reading to 
the rescue

All around us is stress. We go to work, 
sometimes to more than one job, and 
sometimes for very long hours, especially 
in West Yellowstone at this time of year. We 
have families that need us and households 
to maintain (we all know that laundry 
doesn’t wash itself). We turn on the news 
and it’s nothing but inflammatory politics 
and arguing. Maybe you have your own 
business, and all the responsibilities that go 
along with that. 

When we’re not dealing with all this, we 
often turn to easy entertainment. Our go-to 
T.V. series is on, but laced with obnoxious 
commercials. Our phones are always in our 
hands providing distraction, but they’re also 
always notifying us of new messages, new 
news, new levels available in a game, new 
updates ready to download, new likes on 
our post. Our newsfeeds suck us in, con-
stantly updating us on things that have no 
relevance to our own lives, but once we click 
one thing we click another, and another. 

What we all need is some calm. Reading 
can give us that.

“But I am so busy,” you say. You’re right, 
you are. But there’s always that time you 
spend looking at your phone in the evening 

or when the T.V. is on and you sink into the 
couch to watch it for a few minutes before 
bed. Choosing to read for those few min-
utes a day can make a big impact on your 
life, beyond just finishing a book.

Reading will calm your mind.
Reading is an escape. 
The thing is, you need to choose to do 

it – it’s just as easy as clicking on the T.V. 
or picking up your phone for some quick 
scrolling, but it’s not often the first choice 
for many of us. Our brains are used to 
being overloaded. We’re used to process-
ing a T.V. show and commercials plus 
our phones plus a conversation with our 
significant other plus thinking about what’s 
for dinner. We overlap all of these things 
and our brains are just buzzing!

Picking up a book requires us to pause 
and have one singular focus. We can’t read 
and watch T.V. We can’t read and check 
our notifications. When we read, we just 
read. You might even find it hard at first. 
It’s the end of a long day, you have a mil-
lion thoughts on your mind, and you’re 
used to a newsfeed with photos and videos 
and new information popping up every 
minute or an office where everyone needs 
something from you all the time. You may 
feel distracted when you pick up the book. 
You may have to re-read the same para-
graph a couple times. Push through it! It 
gets easier after just a couple of minutes. 
What you read will drown out the daily 
chaos and stressors we all deal with. You’ll 
be transported to a different place. You’ll 
be still in that place. And if the writing is 
good, you’ll forget about everything else 
for a while and experience a while new 
world. 

Currently reading: The Ancient Minstrel 
by Jim Harrison 

Foolish race
One day while I was plan-

ning a Saturday ride, Terri said 
she’d like to go with me and 
run along my side.  

You see, my wife’s a runner. 
She can run on foot all day. I 
prefer to ride a saddle horse.  
That’s why I feed ‘em hay.  

Now the manly man that 
I’ve become said, “Hon, you’ll 
slow me down.” Why did I say 
those stupid words that trig-
gered such a frown?

 But then that frown 
became a smile that spread 
across her face. “My dear,” she 
said, “You’ve too much pride. 
It’s time we had a race.”

That challenge I accepted 
– it’s the worst thing I have 
done. I’d put my big foot in my 
mouth. I’d seen that woman 
run.  

That fateful day came soon 
enough. My wife chose Teton 
Park. She mapped a rugged 
loop that would bring us back 
by dark.     

I’d saddled up old Cyrus. 
He was my only hope. We 
started with an even trot and 
broke into a lope. 

Terri took off running and 
I hoped she’d be okay. She had 
run alone so many times, no 
matter what I’d say.   

Well, Cyrus had a tough 
time through the rocks and 
fallen trees. But they didn’t 
slow my wife. She kept on 
moving like a breeze.  

I passed some friendly 
hikers, and they said, “She’s 
on the run. She said be sure 
to watch for you. She hopes 
you’re having fun.”

I guess I had forgotten 
where the trail was slick and 
steep. When Cyrus hit a slip-
pery spot, we fell into a heap.

I brushed the dirt and 
pride off and headed down 
the trail. It seemed like all 
my horse sense was left to no 
avail.

Then all at once I saw a 
note she’d hung there on a 
tree. “You better hurry faster 
or you won’t be catching me.”

It seemed that all I’d done 
that day was try to catch my 
wife. I guess I had it coming. 
That’s the story of my life.  

I finished out the ride 
with a nice and easy gait. The 
trail now made it easy. It was 
finally somewhat straight.  

My ride was almost over. I 
had made it to the end. And 
there my wife was waiting. 
Now I had some fence to 
mend.  

She chose my favorite 
place to eat. Just like her, 
wouldn’t you know! I don’t 
remember what she had, but I 
was eating crow. 

                         WILLIE’S DISTILLERY.COM  
                        312 E. MAIN ST.  ENNIS, MT 
  AVAILABLE IN YOUR LOCAL LIQUOR STORE AND IN 
                   YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK.

TOURS, TASTINGS,
 AND GIFT SHOP.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BULLDOG
2 OZ. WILLIE’ COFFEE CREAM LIQUEUR
1 OZ. WILLIE’S SNOWCREST VODKA
COCA COLA
SERVE OVER ICE
ALWAYS ADD THE LIQUEUR LAST

MONTANA’S PREMIER DESTINATION DISTILLERY

COME 

COME SEE HOW
     IT’S MADE!

ROCKY MOUNTAIN BULLDOG
2 OZ. WILLIE’ COFFEE CREAM LIQUEUR
1 OZ. WILLIE’S SNOWCREST VODKA
COCA COLA
SERVE OVER ICE
ALWAYS ADD THE LIQUEUR LAST

She’s always there for you...
Now’s the time to be there for her!!

MOTHER’S DAY
Sunday, May 14th
Hispanic Mother’s Day is 

Weds, May 10!

Open: Monday - Saturday
10 am - 6 pm

Sunday 10 am ‘til Close

22 CANYON ST.
WEST YELLOWSTONE

(406) 646-4898

NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL WIRE SERVICES

COWBOY 
Poetry
By Bryce Angell
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